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Targum Yonasan paraphrases: “And God said to the min-
istering angels who had been created on the second day of
Creation of the world, ‘Let us make Man.” ”

When Moses wrote the Torah and came to this verse (lef us
make), which is in the plural and implies 11 that there is
more than one Creator, he said: “Sovereign of the Universe!
Why do You thus furnish a pretext for heretics to maintain
that there is a plurality of divinities?” “Write!” God replied.
“Whoever wishes to err will err . . . Instead, let them learn
from their Creator Who created all, yet when He came to

Prr-%sco“ ~Sloa. Chumash
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- 2 And God said, .“Let us make Man in Our image, after Our likeness, They shall rule over the
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and over the animal, the whole earth, and every creeping thing

tf?at creeps upon the earth.”2” So God created Mar in His image, in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them.

1/26-31

¢reate Man He took counsel with the ministering angels”

28 i “ i chash). Thus
. angonddblessed iihemhand God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue (,:::I‘. ' !’)'.)ml.:] ‘.’lﬁﬁfﬁiﬁ,ﬁﬁ;ﬁ ﬁziﬂgiﬁiﬁi Z?,'Zsﬁ'et
e;nh L rule over the fish of the sea, the b}rd of the sky, and every living thing that moves on the was not deterred by the possibility that some might choose
’ to dind wrsacrilegious implication in the verse. The implica-
tion of God's response, “Whoever wishes to err,” is that one |, " .
who sincerely seeks the truth will see it; one who looks for an e
;\17 1”51} < TURII DUND o 7:7”5 q excuse to blaspheme will find it. ‘I.Qv‘
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The Séfas Emes explains that just as HKB"H created the world
with ten itterances, S0, too, must we perpetuate this process, By
means of the ten utterances, it is our task to renew creation on
an annugl basis. In reality, the tzaddikim of this world sustain
creation ;_with their Torah-study and good deeds; whereas, the
wicked diéstroy this world that was cre: 1 with ten utterances
through their transgressions and evil ways.
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It wz:xs for this purpose that HKB"H, in His abundant mercy
and ki'r'xdgﬁess, gave us the Ten Days of Repentance, extending

from Rosh HaShanah to Yom Kippur. The Aseres Yimei Teshuvah

afford eacfh and every Jew the opportunity to correct his violations D\\ B
of the ten;utterances by means of teshuvah and the performance S @é/ Arizal explains the meaning of the Zohar. Man is a
of good déeds. As a consequence, he, too, will join the ranks of the . microcosm, made up of all of the universes and all of the heavenly
tzaddikim that sustain the world. In the merit of correcting the angels. When he rectifies himself through Torah-study and
v/kilationsﬁ of the “asarah maamaros,” HKB”H will renew creation good deeds, he essentially rectifies e ery element of creation
Ry utilizing the letters of these utterances. cqntained within his being, as well, If however, he zoes astoay;
g - chas v'shalom, he damages all the elements of creation contained

&
] | This Midrash clearly identifies the tenth utterance as

(Bereishis 1,26): “mnmats unbes nT8 meps ovpbx ms'—And G-d

said, “Let us make man in Our image and Our likeness.” It
turns aut, according to this opinion, that our task on Yom Kippur
’sLto rectify the tenth utterance: “unuats unbya oN meyy'— “Let

us make-man in Our image and Our likeness.” Seeing as each
- ,

person’s decrees concerning his life in the year to come are sealed

on Yom Kippur, it is appropriate to rectify the utterance of “let us

make man” on this day. By doing so, we renew the contract, as it

were, to create man for another year.

. ‘mmnwyi’”— “Let us make man”
- All of Creation Participated in the Creation of Man

In this manner, we can explain whei is demanded of us on
Yom Ki;i)ipur in order to rectify the tenth utterance: “sx nwy2”. Let
us begig@ our endeavor to resolve these issues with an incredible
introduction concerning the creation of man from the sacred

teachings of the Arizal in Likutei Torah (Ki Tisa). He addresses
the pas§uk (Bereishis 1, 26): “o mep: @R K — and
Elokim said, “Let us make man.” Our blessed sages analyze at

length the significance of the word “rwys” — let us make — in
the plural tense. After all, HKB”H is the one and only sole power
responsible for creation; the passuk should have read: mpyy’
g — I'will make man. We find a fascinating explanation in
the Zohar hakadosh (Pinchas 238b):

=
“And G-d said, ‘Let us make man.” After each: and every

craftsman completed his work, HKB"H said to them: “I have
one act of creation to perform, which everyone should be a

" partof. Join together, all of you — each one of yeu giving ita
part of you; and I will join you — giving it a part of Me.” This

is the meaning of the words: “Let us make man in our image,

as our likeness.” And the Rabbis explain (Yevamos 61a)
that the term “adam” (man) applies only to Yisrzel. This is
the implication of the passuk (Yechezkel 34, 31): “Now you
My sheep, sheep of My: pasture — you are ‘adam.” You are
“adam,” and not the goyim. Therefore (Tehiliim 19, 2): “Let
Yisrael rejoice in its Maker.” )

.

w&in his being. By including them in his creation, it behooves
them to pray on his behalf — .that he should suc-eed in his
service of Hashem. For if he succeeds, he will also rectify all of
the elements of creation contained within him.

Only concerning the creation of man is the piural form
employed. The rest of creation is beyond the compreaension of
creation’s constituents. Yet, the Almighty wanted all f creation
involved in the creation of man. The Almighty wa:ited all of
¢reation to contribute to man's creation, so that they would all
have mercy on him. Should he transgress, they wculd all be
affected and beg for mercy on his behalf. Converse 'y, should

- he prove meritorious, they would all rejoice and be pleased
With him. This is why the plural form “mwys is empl.yed. The

. Almighty consulted with all of creation — both in th2 heavens
9_:_19 on earth — so that they should all have an interest in the
creation and well-being of man.

AL

With this in mind, we can better appreciate the words of the
Mishnah (Avos 6, 11): 7115y KN 113 KY WIWA apn 3w m by

" APRTDY N RN PRNTD TTISSY Mawa KA 99 (- W) NI —

g/eryt!lxing HKB"H created in His world, He created solely
for His glory, as it is said: “All that is called by My name and
@om;} created for My glory, whom I have fashioned, even
perfected.” This is seemingly difficult to comprehend. All

elements of creation, excluding mankind, lack the capacity to
choose between good and bad, right and wrong. That being the
case, how can the glory of Hashem be revealed through them:
Yet, acchd'ing to what we have learned, man’s being incorporates .
all of the elements of creation. Thus, he acts as the spokesperson
@eﬁresentative for all of creation: the glory of Hashem is
revealed through his holy service—Torat: and mitzvot,

This enlightens us as to the tikun and atonement we aim to
achieve'on Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur is the tenth day of Aseres
Yimei Téshuvah—correspondmg to the utterance of “mx muys”.

. As we have learned, this utterance indicates that HKB”H asked

all of creation to contribute to the creation of man; since they
are all pért of his makeup, his transgressions affect them. as well.
Hepce, it is man’s task on Yom Kippur 'Eo seek atonement for
himself and all of the elements of creation contained in his being
that have been damaged due to his sins and misdeeds, '

.



~After creating Adam HaRishon, HKB"H took -im and

“See how pleasing and wonderful my handiwork is?!
Everything I created was created for you. Beware not to

showed him each and every tree in Gan Eden. H- said to —

transfgress and destroy My world. For if you cause harm,
tgereé is no one to make amends for vou.”

Based on what we have learned; we can understand the
derash as follows. HKB"H revealed to Adam that he was
an ‘arpalgamation of all of creation. Therefore, he bore a

Thi

rj\cp This then is the valuable lesson that each and every one of
us shou;d learn from the haftarah--sefer Yonah--that is read at
Mlnchah on Yom Kippur. Ifa person is swayed by the yetzer hara
not to actin accordance with the will of Hashem, all the elements
of creation which are part of his being, will unite to combat him
in a battle to the bitter end. The wind will stir up the water and
they will wreak havoc in his world; the heavens and the earth will
oppose e him until he returns to Hashem. The opposite also holds
trge! If a-person chooses to fulfill G-d’s will, all the elements of
creatjon will unite to assist him in his efforts,

((_ a‘-’ v _//\Y’; 2 ’)

responsibility for creation. He had to take care not to transgress
50 as not to harm and destroy creation. Yet, the truth of the
matter is that after he sinned by partaking of the Eitz HaDa'at,
he caused irfeparable damage affecting everything in creation.

Ry |

] Following this line of reasoning, we shall proceed to explain
the vital lesson that we are supposed to learn from the story of
Yonah All four categories of creation—inanimate odjects, plant
life, animal life and mankind, characterized by the capacity of
speech (31 ’n ,many oarr)—stood by HKB”H's side, in order to
force the prophet Yonah to complete his mission in Nir: sveh, When

Yonah fled from Hashem, while refusing to fulfill his mission, he .

damaged all of the elements of creation that made up his being.

As a prophet of Hashem—a notable personage—he contained
within him large, significant parts of creation. Therefors, they all
joined together to help him overcome the tremendous challenge
before him.

' Pai"t three of the story begins after that. The narrative depicts
in great detail how HKB”H, the master orchestrator, sent His

messengers, from the various parv: f creation, to persuade
Yopah! to complete the mission HKB”- had assigned him. It is’

worthwhile for every individual to scrutinize this amazing story
as it is chronicled in Scriptures and the midrashim of Chazal in

So, let us examine the first passuk of the third part of this saga.
It describes how HKB”H initiated this process of persuasion
(ibid. 4): mawsn manm @23 Hrm e e YR e mn Yeen
“ﬂ:vm‘:ifi——;hen Hashem cast a mighty wind toward the sea;
there Was a great tempest in the sea and the ship threatened
to be broken. This passuk teaches us :at HKB”H employed the
_elements of wind and water to stir up : storm that agitated the
water to the degree that the ship’s survival was endangered. The
purpose of the storm was to unsettle Yonah and convince hxm to

return to his mission.

* As we learned above: “Everything HKB"H creaied in His

world, He created solely for His glory.” This'dictum applies to

the wood from which the ship was constructed, as wel' So, when

the ship perceived that the prophet Yonah was using 1: to thwart

the will of Hashem, it was agonized to the point that: 7w moasmy”

. “mmwry—it figured that it was preferable to break apa-t than to

participate in a rebellion against Hashem.
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here is a serious problem today, among young people. In our
- society, people have no consciousness of “what am I” and
“who am 1,” no cognizance of self-worth. When they want to

know how to b-have, what to do, what to think, they don’t look

into themselves. They look at the other fellow.

If some fashion designer in Paris decides what the latest style
‘in clothing should be, so that’s what he wears. It doesn’t mat-
ter if the Frenct. fellow is a lowlife. It doesn’t occur to him that
this lowlife shciidn’t be making lifestyle decisions for him. He
doesn’t consicz1 if the garments are suitable to what he is and
what he represe its. No, instead, he looks around at other peo-
ple and sees ihem embracing this Frenchman’s fashions, and it
is clear to him that this is what he must do as well. Why?
Because he has no faith in himself, no appreciation for his own
worth, no szif- espect.
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of their own sir gularity. They have no insight into who and what
they are. They con’t consider themselves special. They don’t think
their opinion mtters. If they did, they would be governed by their
own minds anc hearts. They would not abdicate their personal
sovereignty to : dcietal trendsetters.

Democracy, the great equalizer, is a wonderful thing, but it also
has its bad side effects, its downside. If everyone is equal, how can
we all be special? How can we all be unique?

We’re in the midst of a rampant plague. The trendsetters have

taken over. They manipulate us. They tell us what to wear, how
long to let our hair grow, what to eat and drink,.what to think,
how to speak, how to spend our leisure time — and people listen!
Some listen more and some less, but people listen. Why? Because
‘hey do not have the confidence to look into themselves for guid-
nce. Théy do not believe that they are unique.
. But they are! Each person is a singular, splendid, spectacular
vorld. Each person is supremely special. Each person has a singu-
ar combination of strengths and qualities. He is set apart from
:very other person on the face of the earth.

Each person has the ability to be a somebody, to shine as an
ndividual. But in order to succeed, he has to be himself, not
iomeone clse. ‘
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24 O RABBI FRAND ON THE PARASHAH

he Talmud states (Berachos 17a) that when the Sages
took leave of each other they wouid say, “Olamecha tir'eh
bechayecha. May you see your world during your lifetime.”

What exactly does this mean? 1
Rav Shimon Schwab offers a beautiful interpretation. The
word olamecha, your world, is cognate:with he’elamecha, the
part of you that is concealed. A person’s world is the part of
him that has not yet seen the light of day, the part that is still
potential. That is the arena where he, works and struggles and
strives to achieve. Realizinﬂthhgé full ‘potential is the work of a

lifetime. Syt
*This was the blessing the Sages wished each other. May
you see yoeur world during your lifetirne. May you achieve dur-
ing your sojourn in this world the full realization of all the

Awwn 7 m s OB ovaw

OQJ'E) ’{;‘?@

potential Hashem has invested in you.
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